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We see quite an opposite phenomenon between Jesus and John from the text. They were relatives,
born about the same year and supposedly grew together playing together. They could have been
easily envious to each other, and disrespectful to each other due to their intimacy. But they
respected and built each other up. John kept saying that the one coming after him is much
greater than himself and he’s the real Messiah who will baptize with the Holy Spirit. And Jesus too,
though he could forgo John's baptism, considering His divinity, His sinlessness, and the primitive
appearance of the Baptizer, lowered himself before John to receive the baptism from him. By doing
this, Jesus recognized the ministry of John and built him up. At that moment, the presence of the
Triune God was revealed in technicolor-surround sound as if God was contentedly affirming the
ministry of Jesus and John.

We understand a miracle to be a certain phenomenon that transcends common sense or natural
law. It sometimes comes physically and externally. But going against natural tendency can also be a
miracle. For us Koreans it is rejoicing when a cousin bought a land, and humbling self to build
others up. When we, considering others and the community, lower ourselves and build others up
we will form a true community that is pleasing to God, and receive the affirmation r and blessing
of God. Then we will be ready to face the task God put before us knowing that God's miraculous
power and love is in us. That's because the nature of our Triune God is just that. God is in
community, honoring the others, interwoven in love, working together accomplishing a perfect
harmony. (Rev. Young Kwon)
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